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Introduction 
Following the near-record turn-out for the OTC the previous week, turnout for the AAPG was 
disappointing. Many folks (including ourselves) were in Salt Lake City only a few months ago for the 
2002 SEG – so there was noticeably less new ‘stuff’. The current political situation and SARS also 
contributed to a low turn-out of around 5000. We report from an interesting session on technology and 
trends in E&P. There was general agreement that technological innovation makes the oil world go round 
– but few can express clearly how to arbitrate between oil, service company and academic R&D funding. 

We also report from what turned out to be a rather lack luster special session on visualization. Billed as a 
an interactive e-poster the format turned out to be the usual PowerPoint/lectern format. Surely a case for a 
VR theatre here – perhaps an opportunity for sponsorship?  

On the exhibition floor we noted the following significant developments: 

• Entry-level Visonarium from VizEverywhere 

• SMT’s ‘PakNotes’ – post IT type ‘knowledge management’ add-on to the Kingdom Suite 

• Impressive teleconferencing display from Teleportec on show at the AAPG booth 

• On the distant horizon is the promise of ‘orders of magnitude’ improvement in seismic 
processing speed thanks to the use of Field Programmable Gate Arrays.  

The appearance of new seismic technology at the AAPG reflects the ongoing blurring of the boundary 
between geophysics and geology. 3D seismics and workstation visualization are the geologist’s principal 
tools today. This is backed up by a continuing growth in the amount of geophysics applied to geology. 
We have long considered that the AAPG has done a great job of stealing the geophysical ‘thunder’ from 
the SEG in the field of interpretation. Increasingly, the geophysical ‘takeover’ is extending into seismic 
processing. You are as likely to have an AAPG exhibitor talk of the latest wavelet processing or spectral 
deconvolution as about core analysis these days. This competence migration is not without risk. The 
delivery of specialist inversion and AVO tools direct to the geologist at the workstation is likely to hide a 
certain amount of ‘snake oil’. Another side effect is to move some significant pre-stack projects out of the 
seismic processing houses into smaller boutiques with specialist technologies.  
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