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Introduction

The 2003 ESRI Petroleum Users Group (PUG) was well attended - around 600 signed up for
the Houston meet. ESRI’s Geographical Information Systems (GIS) dominate upstream
software and are making inroads into the midstream segment. The PUG steering committee
includes representatives from five super majors and the main software vendors. This year, the
PUG was graced by ESRI founder and President Jack Dangermond whose keynote address
ranged from ESRI’s successes with the US military and homeland security to a litany of oil
and gas specific deployments. But Dangermond’s favorite pitch is to the development
community — and here there is something for everybody. ESRI software is migrating to
componentized web-services infrastructure and is being offered in three flavors. For the
Microsoft crowd — the .NET environment is king. For the Sun/Java brigade another spectrum
of services is on offer — but interestingly for a major tool vendor, ESRI also supports ‘generic’
open source web services. ESRI functionality is leaping (not creeping) into new spatial
domains with network topology schematics, geoprocessing and 3D — particularly with the
spectacular ArcGlobe. Our star of the show award however, goes to a third party product
MetaCarta which intelligently couples GIS and text search. ArcView-ArcGIS migration is a
hot topic. GIS data integration is a popular route to datavisualization with a plethora of
offerings from PetroWeb, R7 Solutions, Exprodat etc. IHS Energy made a particularly
insightful presentation describing a novel deployment of the Open Source MySQL database.
Company presentations from Shell and ConocoPhillips Alaska described major corporate GIS
deployments, while ExxonMobil warned of weakness in the way GIS software exposes datum
transformations. On the vendor front, pipeline software is moving beyond the all-purpose
alignment sheet to occupy niches such as Tuboscope’s pig inspection GIS, PBSJ’s corridor
constraint analysis and others.
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