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Introduction 
 
This was a well attended PNEC (250 pre-registered1), with a high proportion of company 
presentations reporting on real-world data management achievements. Phil Crouse does a good job 
of putting the fear of God into presenters re: ‘no commercial presentations’. But the smart way 
around this is to get a client to do your presentation for you. Innerlogix managed to get 
ChevronTexaco and Shell to plug its Datalogix clean-up tool – which they did with manifest 
enthusiasm. Catalogues remain popular along with taxonomies, as witnessed by papers from Shell 
and Halliburton. Metadata catalogues were described by Petris; Ontologies and semantic web 
developments are creeping over the horizon. Russian oil major Yukos presented a controversial 
paper vaunting the merits of building vs. buying software. The argument for replacing generic 
commercial software with in-house developed tools tuned to a specific company’s requirements was 
compellingly made. Of course it helps to have a few giant oilfields with massive upside and a few 
hot developers with local language expertise. As we noted in our report from last years PNEC, the 
show now unites both PPDM (a traditional PNEC ally) and POSC (through the integration of the 
Geoshare community). This resulted in a joint POSC/PPDM presentation which is significant – 
although it would have been more so if there had been a more concrete outcome to report. Absent 
from the debate was any discussion on the Unique Well Identifier (UWI) announced last year, a 
recognition of the magnitude of the problem – or of defeat? Phil Crouse, along with some members 
of the US data management community, are mooting a data management special interest group – 
possibly a society along the lines of a ‘mini SEG’.   
 
 

Highlights 
 

 ChevronTexaco data conversion 
 ChevronTexaco’s Data Management Strategy 
 The Semantic Web 
 Shell’s Data Management Workflows 
 Impact of Sarbanes-Oxley 
 ExxonMobil’s FluidReportML 
 Shell’s Global Catalogues 
 Halliburton’s Taxonomy 
 Yukos’ Reservoir Optimization 

                                                 
1 Demographics – 2 Middle East, 10 Europe, 13 South America, 6 Africa, 2 Asia-Pacific, rest North Amercia. 
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