OFS Portal enhances functionality for e-business….
Page 2 of 2

[image: image1.png](tGPortal




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OFS Portal enhances functionality for e-business in the 

upstream oil and gas market
ChanneLinx's software increases OFS Portal e-catalog content management capabilities
HOUSTON – Jan. 23, 2002 – OFS Portal announced today that it has successfully implemented ChanneLinx software to provide additional functionality to OFS Portal members and customers in the upstream oil and gas market. 
 
ChanneLinx's product functionality will allow OFS Portal to syndicate validated e-catalog content to oil company customers, which OFS Portal provides at no charge to customers in OFS Portal's standard format. ChanneLinx adds the capability to deliver content in a number of different standard output formats, such as those used by Requisite, Ariba, and Commerce One, as an option for customers, for an additional fee. 
 
"OFS Portal selected ChanneLinx because of the seamless manner in which we were able to integrate the additional functionality offered by their products into our existing framework, coupled with the depth and maturity of ChanneLinx's business process experience," said William Le Sage, CEO of OFS Portal. "This will bring additional flexibility to our offering, enabling us to meet the needs of both customers and suppliers, and will accelerate OFS Portal's plans to deliver e-catalog content to the upstream oil and gas industry."  
 
ChanneLinx's solution is fully compatible with OFS Portal's API/PIDX-compliant product classification system and will allow OFS Portal members to input, validate and manage catalog content online.  In addition, it will allow oil company buyers to browse customer-specific sections of the overall catalog in a secure manner in order to search content and approve contract pricing. 
 

This comprehensive functionality will help OFS Portal achieve its aim of delivering quality content to customers more rapidly, segmented as needed to address different stages in the customer's procurement cycle, from sourcing, through ordering, to fulfillment. ChanneLinx's product will create a framework for future evolution of OFS Portal's capabilities in response to changes in the needs of upstream oil and gas customers and suppliers.

This new functionality has already been used to syndicate catalog content from Jet Research Center, a Halliburton company (NYSE: HAL), to enable electronic procurement of goods from JRC.
About ChanneLinx
ChanneLinx specializes in intelligent Internet-based software that connects suppliers and customers to streamline business processes. ChanneLinx's suite of products and services allows companies to create private procurement marketplaces, sell products over the web (via independent websites or through existing e-markets), and develop online exchanges for buying groups, associations, and other organizations. Numerous Fortune 500 companies in the
oil and gas, retail distribution, electronics manufacturing, telecommunications, and construction industries use ChanneLinx technology.  ChanneLinx is headquartered in Greenville, SC, with an additional office in Houston, Texas. For more information about ChanneLinx contact Gary Hyman, VP of Marketing at 864.527.3588, gary.hyman@channelinx.com, www.channelinx.com


About OFS Portal
Headquartered in Houston, OFS Portal represents a market-leading group of upstream oil and gas suppliers and service organizations, and is at the forefront of e-commerce activities in the oilfield.  OFS Portal is working with its members and oilfield standards organizations to develop an industry-standard products and services classification system for use in the upstream oil and gas industry.  OFS Portal publishes electronic catalogs of its members' products and services and has developed a set of transaction standards for oilfield B2B e-commerce in concert with API/PIDX. Catalog data can be provided in OFS Portal standard format at no cost to members'
customers. OFS Portal is run as a non-profit entity, as a service to the oilfield service industry.
Membership is open to any oilfield supplier with activities in the upstream oil and gas industry.
For more information on OFS Portal, visit www.ofs-portal.com or contact Ross Philo, VP of Market Development, at +1 (832) 681 7330.
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